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Taiwan Actively promotes
and preserves World Heritage
Potential World Heritage Sites in Taiwan

Preparations for being listed as a World Heri-

Fortsan Damingz and Surounding

tage site require a visionary approach to conser- e s e B
vation. In order for Taiwan's approach to conser- ...

Culhurs Shue-Jin-liou Mining Sites

vation to keep pace with the international com-
munity, in early 2002, the Ministry of Culture ...
(formerly known as the Council for Cultural Af- :. :f;" -
fairs) invited local experts, historians, relevant

authorities and agencies to recommend a list of

potential World Heritage sites in Taiwan. At the ‘ i et

end of the same year, experts from Japan and Y ‘

Australia, Yukio Nishimura, Shinto Sugio, and —— i e
Bruce R. Pettman, were invited to Taiwan to B

canvass these potential sites. After several i ' w";;
meetings and discussions, a working list of 12

potential world heritage sites in Taiwan was Location of potential sites
drawn up. In 2010 a meeting held by Taiwan’s

"World Heritage Committee" passed a resolu-

tion to add six more potential sites.

Why are we actively seeking nominations
to the World Heritage List? m——

1.To bring local conservation concepts and practice up to international
standards.

2.To highlight Taiwan's culturally specific features, while bringing
Taiwan closer to the world stage.

3.To increase local residents’ self-confidence and enhance their sense
of pride in their own culture.

4.To improve the quality of life for local residents.

14
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Kinmen Chr onology (Since B.C. to 19th)

World History B.C Kinmen History

Ancient Greece  800-146 6000-3800 Fuguodun Culture in Kinmen
Military Expansion of Alexander  334-323 2000-1500 Pubian Cultwre in Kinmen

the Great A, D

Fall of the Western Roman Empire 476 ca. 400  Six Clan immigration (Jin Dynasty, 4t century);
Mainland cultwre transplanted to Kinmen, laying

Hundred Years' War starts 1337 foundation for future development

Establishment of the Hanseatic 1367 Chien Vo heod of Enerial Off ea Eor Horse
League Breeding and Raising, leads 12 Clans to settle in

End of the Hundred Years' War 1453 Kinimen.

Kinmen incorporated into Chinese imperial
system: residents begin to pay head tax and wre
issued receipts.

Columbus discovers America, Age 1492
of Discovery starts

Leonardo da Vinei finishes paint- 1506

< . ¥ 7 ion De-
'L’RQ‘MOML”LS(I wan Dynasty sets up Solt Transportation De

e partment in Fujion to oversee seven saltworks, in-
Michelangelo finishes painting the 1512 B cluding Wuzhou Seltworks in Kinmen
cerling of the Sistine Chapel 7 e

Martin Luther launches the Refor- 1517 ! S "Golden Gate', abbreviation of Chinese phrases: “a
mation metal fortress surrounded by a moat filled with

boiling water" and "an imposing gateway to the
Accession of Elizabeth I, Queen of 1559 sea”). Thousand Household Defense Division is es-
England tablished.

East India Company established 1600 . | 1550-1588 Portuguese trade and load shipments on Kinmen;

. Kinmen appears on Spanish nautical charts
Dutch East India Company estab- 1602
lished 1650-1680 Koxinga takes Kinmen bases for vesistance
. . . against Qing Dynasty. During this perviod, Qing
Accession of Louis XIV, King of 1654 e
France coastal arens (1661), and imposes shipping inter-

AQ‘B ofEnlighteﬂment 1650-1804 diction. Koxinga's forces move buses to Totwan.

United States declares indepen- 1776 |+ 417 ey Hoshuong, Rovinge's grondson, siveiiddra
e to Qing Dynasty; Qing troops land in Taiwan,;
Taiwan is incorporated into Qing Empire
James Watt improves the steam 1785

engine Qing government sets up general military office at

; Congqingruan (former home of Ming scholar Xu
French Revolution 1789-1799 3 Xie). Political center moved to Houpn

Napoleon I becomes Emperor of  180; Beacons, artillery batteries, lookouts and water
France e \4 X reservoirs built: Kinmen becomes officially recog-

nized military base.
Volwme I of Karl Marx's Das Kapi-
tal is published General military office vestructured: deputy gen-
_ ol = ~eral appointed as Kinmen chief, under jurisdiction
Wilhelm I of Prussia is proclaimed 3 - of Fujian Admiral.
% German Emperor : y

. FTBIRE AL BB 32
Bursay of Cuftural Herita

15
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men Chr onology (Since 20th)

World History 20th Kinmen History

World War I starts 1914 1911  After founding of Republic of China, Kinmen
and Xigmen become part of Siming County.
End of World War I’ Wezmr Re- 1918 1911-1940) Because of turmoil and economic difficulties,
public established el many men emigrate to Southeast Asia and
AT Japan to earn a living. Remittances used to
Athens Charter 1931 put up foreign style buildings.
World War II starts 1939 e : Three months after Marco Polo Bridge Inci-

e R denl (1937), Kinmen is occupied by Japanese
World War II ends 1945 troops for eight years.

Korean War 1950-1953 . . : Ciwil war between Chinese Comamunists and
|~ Nationalists breaks out. Battle of Guningtow

Vietnam War 1959-1975 1] & starts in Kinmen.

Venice Charter 1964 R TI'mplementation of mzhtary_ a,dmz_mst'futwn:

- large namber of troops stationed in Kinmen.

World Heritage Convention — 1972 | g Outbreak of 823 Artilleryy Barrage; Comma-
= = L¥~- 1 nists shell Kinmen on odd-numbered days;

Unification of Germany 1990 propaganda leaflet shells used by both sides;

. e . L ==l Kinmen becomes extended battlefield in Chi-
Soviet Union ts dissolved 1991 nese eivil war between Commaunist Party and

. Nationalist Party.
Nara Document on Authenticity — 1994 RS

Republic of China withdraws from United
Nations.

Establishiment of diplomuatic relations be-
tween Commaunist China and United States;
Kinmen shelling stopped.

Taiwan's Cultural Heritage Preservation Act
promulgated.

Lifting of martial law in Taiwan, Republic of
China.

Lifting of military administration, Kinmen
opened up for domestic tourism.

Revised Operational Guidelines 2005 Mini Three Links (direct postal, transporta-
forthe I mplementam'cm of the tion, and trade links) between Kinmen and
World Heritage Convention Kiupan fnkealeck

16
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Cultural properties in Kinmen

Registered Tangible
Cultural Properties

With a history over 1600 years, many Chinese
dynasties have left distinctive traces on
Kinmen. Construction and facilities sponsored
by officialdom and by civil pioneers slowly
shaped its landscape and appearance. Even
though Kinmen was touched by various wars,
it was very fortunate not to be unduly affected
by them; the island is dotted with many an-
cient buildings. Many of the properties in
Kinmen have been officially registered under
Taiwan’s Cultural Heritage Preservation Act.
Kinmen'’s tangible cultural properties current-
ly include 43 sites registered as monuments,
144 sites as historic buildings, and 1 site as a

cultural landscape.

Reglstered Intangzble

17

Kinmen has been much slower than in Taiwan
proper. As a result, many aspects of the Southern
Min traditional lifestyle are alive and well.
Taiwan’s Cultural Heritage Preservation Act
takes note of six traditions and ceremonies under
the heading of "Folk culture and related arti-
Mid-Autumn Festival Moon Cake Gam-
bling, Universal Deliverance Lanterns, the recep-
tion of the City God on April 12, the Cai Clan an-
cestor worship ceremonies, Wind Lion Deities

facts™

(that protect Kinmen against strong wind), and
the Houhu Village Sacrifices (every 12 years). We
hope that with the help of our national laws, this
intangible cultural heritage will be preserved.

Other unregistered valu-
able cultural properties

Kinmen has many settlements that are composed
of traditional Southern Min buildings; these
buildings are faced with crises arising from the
process of modernization. However, by working
together, the county government, the National
Parks Administration, and local residents are
making a concerted effort to protect these tradi-
tional buildings in the settlements from being re-
placed by modern architecture. We hope that in
the future, these traditional settlements can also
come under the protection of national laws.
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Kinmen's Outstanding Universal Values

Kinmen's living Southern Min culture has been well preserved over the past 1600 years. While it is still
evolving, this culture is tightly integrated with the everyday lives of Kinmen residents. Kinmen's culture
manifests itself in various forms ranging from intangible traditions, philosophy, ceremonies, and arts to
tangible entities such as buildings, settlements, ancestral shrines, and family temples, all of which intact
and completely preserved. Although the island has suffered through countless wars, a longing for peace
and stability has become the common people's basic belief. The defense systems established by civilian
and government authorities, the cultural and educational facilities, the religious beliefs, talismans, and
mascots all serve as manifestations of the people's longing for peace and stability.

Kinmen: living Southern Fujianese Culture satisfies
criteria (ii) and (iii) for inclusion on the World Heritage list

Criterion (ii): Over the past 1600 years, Kinmen
has suffered from constant threat of wars, Based on
the strength of kinship ties and religious faith,
Kinmen has evolved a multifaceted culture whose
rich mix of Southern Fujianese culture, emigrant
contributions and military artifacts provide physi-
cal evidence of the strength and authenticity of
basic values in the face of war.

In Kinmen there are 170 ancestral shrines, 280
temples, and 130 clan-based settlements. The re-
mains of military and civil defense facilities also
serve as a testimony to Kinmen's values.

1.Qionglin Settlement
This settlement, which embodies living Southern
Fujianese culture, has been developing for over
1000 years.

2.Zhushan Settlement
Laid out in accordance with Chinese traditional
fengshui concepts, an ancestral shrine and a res-
ervoir form the core of this settlement.

3.Shuitou Settlement
A large settlement which is a harmonious blend
of Southern Fujianese and diaspora culture.

4.Shanhou Settlement
The overall planning of these villages was sup-
ported by overseas remittances.

nﬁtou Settlement
J Qttlement bore the brunt of the vmlence of

18

7.Zhaishan Tunnel
Military facilities and relics from the cross-strait
Cold War confrontation.

Criterion (iii): Kinmen has a rich Southern Fuji-
anese culture, a living breathing organic culture
which continues to be nourished through the
common people's houses and buildings, farms, fish-
eries, religious ceremonies and spiritual faith. For
the tens of millions of Southern Fujianese people
scattered throughout today's rapidly changing
global society, Kinmen's unique, excellently pre-
served cultural artifacts and its particular form of
Southern Fujianese culture reflect values of integ-
rity and authenticity.

1.Traditional Southern Fujianese settlements and
architecture.

2.Western style buildings.
3.Life, language and seasonal customs.

4.Spiritual faith and religious ceremonies.




Preparation Work for Submission of
Kinmen’s Nomination as a
World Heritage Site 2002-2012

Although the Republic of China is not one of the member states of the United Nations, when the time is ripe, it
is necessary for us to be thoroughly prepared. It has long been a global trend for state parties to preserve their
heritage in accordance with the standards provided by the World Heritage Centre. The ROC should maintain
pace with such trends, for by relying on such thoroughgoing standards, we can reexamine our efforts to main-
tain historic monuments and their environment in order to recognize failings and apply corrective measures.

By considering the many successful nominations, we have come to recognize that inseription on the World Heri-
tage list 1s a very time-consuming process which entails continual reexamination and reflection on our culture,
a cyclic learning process which leads to gradual change rather than revolution, seeking slow solutions rather
than instant opportunities. We are still learning, and we hope that everyone can contribute to our mission.

Administrative Hierarchy 2.Demarcation of the boundaries
for the Submission of Kinmen’s  of the nominated properties
Nomination & 1

Minisfry of Forelgn Construction and
Affairs, Winistry of O | Planning Agency.
National Defence. . - Dept. of Land
Iinisfry of i
Transpertation and Mational Fire
Communication of | War ee | Agency, efe.
Agricuiture efc,

2011 The Core Area in Houpu Township 2012 The Qionglin Settlement

a.Regulations and Management

Preparing World
Herlig

g = o

5.Promoti

integgere Action Plan 2011 Kinmen Progresses Towards World Heritage
Enforcement Enforcement & Entorcement LiSt'ingpubliShEd'

2012 Outstanding Universal Value of Kinmen’s
Battlefield Culture : in preparation.

1 Value Assessment 2012 Tourism and Public ?articipatiop in Kinmen’s
2011-2012 Investigation of cultural heritage in Gl i g o pretarntion.
Kinmen. : .
: ymotion

L

the dossier for subm
: g "J‘(I
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